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Rowan University Dental Students Rowan 
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For the Love of Pete’s Pantry
Premium Auto of Turnersville

St. John of God Community Services
Theta Nu Chapter of Theta Chi Fraternity at Rowan 

University

Our Committed Staff

Victoria Osborn came to 
Family Promise in March 
of 2015 having extensive 
experience as a Social 
Worker. She serves as 
our Executive Director of 
Programs and Services and 
has a passion for helping 

people and guiding them in the right direction in life. 
Over the past 6 years, she has helped over 100 families 
achieve their goal of permanent stable housing. She 
is the heart and soul of Family Promise and has been 
instrumental in successfully growing our network. In 
2016, she was awarded the Women of Achievement 
Award for Gloucester County.  Well deserved!

Kristy Kazelskis joined the 
Board of Trustees in 2016 
and served as the treasurer 
from 2017 to 2020. Kristy 
was hired as Director of 
Operations in February 
2021 to manage the Promise 
Rides Program and help 
grow our Pathway Home 

Program. Kristy brings years of volunteer experience 
and event planning to the organization as well. She is 
looking forward to making significant contributions to 
growing new programs designed to support the families 
we serve.

Mackenzi Reilly started 
with Family Promise in 
September of 2020 as 
an intern from Rutgers 
University – Camden. She 
completed her Masters in 
Social Work Degree this 
May and began working with 
us full time as a Resource 

Navigator with the Eviction Diversion Initiative funded 
through the NJ DCA.  She has done an outstanding job 
working with over 200 clients to help prevent their 
eviction so far this year. We are thrilled to have Mackenzi 
join our team.

Victoria Osborn 
Executive Director of  
Programs & Services

Kristy Kazelskis 
Director of Operations

Mackenzi Reilly 
Resource Navigator

The Pathway Home Program and the Promise 
House Partnership

The Pathway Home Transitional Housing Program 
provides families with an opportunity to live in a 
single-family home for approximately 3 months so 
they can work on getting back on their feet and into 
permanent housing. We work with various local towns 
and religious organizations that have vacant properties 
at their disposal. Our first house has been in use since 
2015 thanks to the generosity of St. Peter’s Episcopal 
Church. Since then, 25 families have successfully 
completed the program. Our second house came to 
us in December of 2021 thanks to the leadership and 
congregation at Bethesda United Methodist Church. 
However, the property needed renovations for a 
family to move in. It was around this time we met with 
Steve Harbaugh and Harbaugh House Board to start 
to form a partnership. In addition to providing toys 
for children, Steve and his team very much wanted to 
be a part of an organization that ensures that every 
child deserves a home, especially at Christmas. And so 
began the Promise House Partnership - Restoring 
our community, one property, one family at a 
time.
The mission of the Promise House Partnership is to 
grow the number of transitional housing properties 
in our region to give families a safe haven while 
transitioning back to permanent housing.  It is our goal 
to acquire use of church owned vacant properties that 
need modest restoration and will serve as transitional 
housing for our families. The Harbaugh House Charity 
will provide the restorations by seeking in kind 
donations from local business or through funds raised 
at the Harbaugh Village in Mullica Hill, NJ.  Family 
Promise SWNJ will manage the property for the term 
of the use agreement to assist families in reaching 
their goal of permanent housing as outlined in our 
Pathway Home Program.
The Bethesda United Methodist Church property 
required approximately $30,000 in repairs and 
renovations. It had been vacant for 2 years and 
prior to that was outfitted for offices and Sunday 
school classrooms. The Harbaugh team replaced 
the carpeting throughout the entire house, painted 

the entire interior, and renovated one full bath and 
one-half bath. Family Promise replaced the hot water 
heater, provided a washer/dryer, furnishings, and 
interior household items. Pastor Dan Sooy led the 
congregation and attendees in a house blessing and 
ribbon cutting ceremony on March 9, 2022.
The home welcomed its first family on March 7th. The 
Family of 5 (Mom, Dad, Grandmom, and 2 teenagers) 
had been living in a motel paying $2,500/month for 
a single room. After moving in, Dad found a new job 
making more money and began saving for their new 
home. While in the program the family; attended the 
Fulton Bank Financial Literacy training, participated 
in our new Family Matters Healthy Cooking class, 
received several meals a week from our volunteers, 
as well as donations of school clothing, supplies, and 
gift cards. The Mitchell Family generously donated a 
used vehicle to the family. The family moved into a 
new 3-bedroom rental within 5 months which was 
fully furnished through donations. The family is forever 
grateful for the support of Family Promise SWNJ and 
our network of compassionate and giving volunteers 
and donors.
The Harbaugh’s are completing their second 
renovation for Family Promise and a new family will 
move in just in time for Thanksgiving. 
We are looking for 2 more projects for 2023. Please 
contact Rosemarie Parker if you have a property in 
mind rparker@familypromsiseswnj.org.



The 15th Annual Dancing with the 
Gloucester County Stars hosted by 
the Greater Woodbury Chamber 
of Commerce was held once 
again at the beautiful ballroom at 
Auletto’s Catering. Family Promise 
of Southwest NJ was represented by 
Beth Ann Jones, Esq of Hangstafers 
Inc and Jonathan Cabrera of LaPierre 
Ballroom Dance Studio. We took 
home the Community Award for 
most money raised! Congratulations 
to all! Special thank you to Beth for representing 
Family Promise with style and grace.

We Do Love the Vixens! 

The Gloucester County Vixens are a Dragon 
Boat Racing Team and a 501(c)(3) non-profit 

organization of women that devote their time to 
charity and positively impacting their community. 
Through various social and charitable acts, the 
Vixens are not only focused on giving back to 

their community but empowering each other in 
a positive and inclusive environment. They hold 

fundraising events throughout the year to benefit 
another local nonprofit. We were the recipients 
of their 2021 efforts, and they presented us with 
a check for $25,072.80 in January. What a way to 

start the year! A special thank you to Katie Homola 
for nominating Family Promise SWNJ for this more 
than generous gift. Additionally, the Vixens help feed 

25 of our families every year for Thanksgiving. 
A really amazing group of women.

The Eviction Diversion Initiative 
The Eviction Diversion Initiate is a pilot program funded through the NJ Department of Community Affairs. It is a 
one-of-a-kind program that aims to assist tenants with navigating the eviction process, connecting them with local 
resources, negotiating with landlords, and advocating for clients during trials when needed. We have been assisting 

clients in Gloucester, Cumberland, and Salem counties since March of this year. On average, 1000 households 
are facing evictions within the three counties we serve on a weekly basis since the moratorium was lifted last 
December. The funding we received allowed us to hire one Resource Navigator, Mackenzi Reilly, to serve the 3 

counties.  We received an additional $125,000 in Flex Funding to provide direct financial assistance to tenants to 
prevent the eviction. All Flex funds were expended by the end of October. We have learned a great deal about 
the legal process surrounding Landlord-Tenant Cases and have partnered with Patty Legge, Esq. and her NPO 
- Volunteer Up Legal Clinic - to further assist our clients. We have established outstanding relationships with 

Vicinage XV Court Representatives and with the Gloucester County Office of Economic Development to provide 
our services. We are hoping to continue the program in 2023 with additional funding from the NJ DCA.  By the 

end of 2022 we will have reached out to 650 households and assisted with 220 cases, 
90% of which were dismissed in favor of the tenant. 

Adopt a Family for the Holidays
Are you or your business looking for a way  

to help a family in need this holiday season?  
We are looking for businesses and organizations 

 to fulfill the wishes of an entire family.  
Our goal this year is to help 100 families.  

If you would like to be a part of this special 
 giving season please email Victoria Osborn:  

vosborn@familypromiseswnj.org  
You will be provided with the families wish list  

and a date and time to drop off the gifts.

Our Promise Rides Student 
Transportation Program continues 

to grow under the leadership of 
our Director of Operations, Kristy 

Kazelskis. Our fleet now consists of 5 
vans with 4 running bus routes. This 

year, we have transported 15 students 
experiencing homelessness to their 
home school. Allowing the students 

to continue at their home school 
provides some stable conditions 
for them while they are facing 

homelessness. Our drivers and vans 
have also helped transport families 
that are in our other programs get 
to food pantries, transportation to 

access social services and during our 
holiday drives. Financially, Promise 
Rides supports our other programs 

throughout the year and accounts for 
50% of our annual gross revenue.

Fun Fabulous Fundraisers!!
We have returned to in person 
fundraising after 2 long years. This 
past March we held our Annual 
Comedy Show at the Church 
of the Incarnation thanks to Tony 
Parlante Productions and comedians 
Bob Marsdale, Joey Callahan, and 
Tracey Locke. 

Our very own Director of Operations, 
Kristy Kazelskis, hosted her private 
annual Kentucky Derby Party to raise 
money for Family Promise. This year’s 
theme was the Roaring 20’s. Everyone 
looked absolutely fabulous. Delicious 
food, plenty of spirits, and a thrilling race 
with Rich Stike winning at 80-1 odds!

We held our first annual Christmas in July at the Harbaugh 
Village in Mullica Hill. It was a bit of a soggy start, but once the 
rain cleared guests enjoyed some reindeer games, carousel rides, 
pictures with Santa, Mrs. Clause, the Grinch and Cindy Lou Hoo. 
Outstanding music with FM Band and Bottos Food Truck on site 
serving up some delicious food. Thank you to Karen Rogers and 
NorEaster Nick for coming out to show your support.

Promising Future & Forever Home
Our Executive Director of Programs and Services, 
Victoria Osborn, continues to manage all families 
enrolled in our Promising Future Shelter Diversion 
Program, our Pathway Home Transitional Housing 
Program, and our Forever Home Stabilization Program. 
Here is a breakdown of the number of families served 
in each thanks to her continued hard work and tireless 
dedication to our families.

*Promising Futures:  80 Families 92 Adults/201kids 
*Pathway Home:  4 Families 11Adutls/13Kids 
Fulton Bank Financial Literacy Program: 75 Families 
Fulton Bank Family Shares Program:  5 Families 
Healthy Cooking Matters Program: 6 families
Thanksgiving:  35 Families
Adopt a Family Program Christmas: 100+ families
       will be adopted for 2022

*We distributed $44,459 in direct financial support to 
57 families for rental & utility arrears, security deposits, 
first month’s rent, and moving expenses through a grant 
previously received from Impact 100 SJ. We expect to 
serve an additional 15 families by the end of the year 
through these 2 programs.

Dancing with the Gloucester 
County Stars

Here we GROW again

St John of God’s Mobile Food Panty
We are excited to be 
partnering with St John of God 
Community Services and their 
beautiful new Mobile Food 
Pantry. They have come to our 
location twice so far this year 

to provide our families (127 adults and 207 children) 
with fresh produce and healthy food choices.
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